What Would The World Be Like Without Friction? 

A Student Example
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Pre-Writing

Three Types of Friction 
1. Sliding 

2. Rolling

3. Static

Veterinarian: 

Problems: 

1. Animals would be walking as if they were on ice all the time.

2. Equipment would not properly work (i.e. chairs, tables, desks, 

3. Problems with office supplies (paper clips, glue, pens, pencils, folders) not working in their originally intended way. 

4. We’ve started to see more knee and hip as a result of slipping and sliding. 

5. Training animals has become more difficult.  Following commands such as “sit,” and “stay,” are proving to be problematic.
6. Malnutrition has begun to surface because food bowls continuously slip away from their intended recipients.

7. Animals are not responding to touch in the same way.  

8. Fish? Birds? Flying for birds? 

9. Hamster Wheels never stopping? 

Questions/Thoughts

1. How would this problem affect athletes? 

a. Skateboarders, rollerbladers

b. Dancers

c. Professional Weightlifters

2. Would it matter what the floor covering would be if there were no friction? 

Solutions/Beginning Thoughts For Solutions

1. Glue? Tape? 

2. Chaining things to the ground? 

3. Reinventing friction somehow? 

Newton’s Second Law of Motion: An object at rest will stay at rest and an object in motion will stay in motion unless acted upon by an outside force.  

Questions We Have

