 The Problem
The President of the United States is concerned about the increase in cultural fragmentation in America in 2010.  He has called for the creation of a task force to look for clues from the past that might explain that fragmentation and use that research to suggest ways in which to prevent the United States from further fragmentation.  As a member of this task force, you will be asked to research past mistakes and prepare a presentation that will guide the President and all Americans for a more cohesive future. 

The Question

What can Americans learn from past historical experiences that will enable us to avoid replication of mistakes that led to?

What are the causes of discrimination and alienation in the American experience that could explain the African slave trade, the American institution of slavery, immigration experiences in the early 20th Century, the Depression, World War I, World War II, the Cold War, The Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, the religious right, and, 21st Century immigration, and post 9/11 international relations and that provide insight into discrimination and alienation of groups of people in America today, so that .
Enduring Understanding
Students will be able to identify mistakes made by Americans in the past and recognize the impact of those mistakes across American history, and suggest ways in which further discrimination and alienation might be prevented in American society.
Key Vocabulary

Fragment: a part broken off, detached, or incomplete

Alienation: the state of being withdrawn or isolated from the objective world, as through  indifference or disaffection

Ethnocentrism: characterized by or based on the attitude that one’s own group is superior
Discrimination: prejudice or prejudicial outlook, action, or treatment

Racism: a belief that race is the primary determinant of human traits and capacities, and that racial differences produce an inherent superiority of a particular race

Racial Profiling: the use of race (and often nationality or religion) to identify a person as a suspect or potential suspect

Genocide: the deliberate and systematic destruction of a racial, political, or cultural group

Slavery: submission to a dominating influence

Holocaust: a thorough destruction involving extensive loss of life; the mass slaughter of European civilians and especially Jews by the Nazis during World War II; a mass slaughter of people
Evaluation
From January to June, students will be engaged in an interdisciplinary (history, language arts, technology, religion) collaborative problem solving endeavor with eighth grade students.  The process will take place over approximately five months, and will culminate in group projects which reflect the collective wisdom gleaned by students groups from literature, history and research on the essential question.  Historical fiction and the study of history will be matched up from the African slave trade to 21st Century immigration.  
For example,

One of these literature/historical match-ups will be in civil rights.  Students will read large portions of Roots, all of Mississippi Trial 1955, and To Kill a Mockingbird, prior to and during the study of the Civil Rights Movement.

Trial Student Assignment: Civil Rights Movement
You are a newspaper editorial editor.  Write two “parallel” editorials about the death of Emmett Till in Mississippi in 1955, one of which could have appeared in the Atlanta Constitution in 1955 a few days after the conclusion of the trial of, the other one in the Detroit Free Press in 2008, upon the death of Rosa Parks, which might
