PBL Lesson
	Title:
	
	Explorer Video Diary

	Author(s):
	
	Susan Trebilcock, Liz Allen

	Contact Info:
	
	trebisu@lc-ps.org, allenel@lc-ps.org

	Grade Level:
	
	5th

	Subject:
	
	Social Studies

	Duration:
	
	3 Weeks

	Description:
	
	In this unit, students will study an explorer, and use Frames to create a video diary (written in the first person) for that person.  Students will write from the perspective of being along on the exploration with the explorer.  Included in the diary could be the route, the conditions, the dates, the discoveries made etc….

	Essential Question:
	
	How did European explorers help shape present day America?

	Authentic Task:
	
	Using Frames animation software, create a video diary for a European Explorer.

	Michigan GLCE/HSCE
	
	U1.2 European Exploration

Identify the causes and consequences of European exploration and colonization.

5 – U1.2.1 Explain the technological (e.g., invention of the astrolabe and improved maps), and political developments, (e.g., rise of nation-states), that made sea exploration possible.

(National Geography Standard 1, p. 144, C)

5 – U1.2.2 Use case studies of individual explorers and stories of life in Europe to compare the goals, obstacles, motivations, and consequences for European exploration and colonization of the

Americas (e.g., economic, political, cultural, and religious).

(National Geography Standard 13, p. 169, C, E)


	Materials/Software:


	
	Frames, Share or WebBlender

	Process:


	
	1.  Prior to starting the unit

~Introduce software if unfamiliar to students.
2.  Introduction of the Unit

~What do you KNOW about the explorers?
~Presentation of the problem/authentic task—Explanation of grading rubric
~Wonder Wall/Journal-Decide on questions for further investigation (see research pages located at the end of this lesson)
As a group, students will decide on questions for further investigation.  Some examples may include:

· Where and when was the explorer born?

· What was his/her background and education?

· Did his/her background influence they way he/she lived his/her life and what they believed in?  Explain.

· What personal qualities helped this person?

· Why is it important to know about this person?

· How did this person influence their time?

· What made them famous?  What achievements did they make?

· What can we learn from this person and the way this person lived?

~Set up investigation journal for note-taking purposes (see pages at the end of this unit)
Throughout the study of explorers, students record information and sources for project and find answers to the questions. Students also record new questions or wonderings throughout the unit of study.
· Mini-Lesson on research methods

· Mini-Lesson on finding relevant information/trustworthy websites

· Mini-Lesson on citing sources/plagiarism

3.  Research (takes place over several weeks)

Students will research information via the internet (website suggestions are listed below and can be found at www.lcpskids.weebly.com ) Worldbook Encyclopedia, media center books, and via teacher led lessons, activities, videos, and interactives.  
4.  Synthesize Research 

· Write script (This must be done before beginning the project.  Students must have a “written script” or “written biography” in order to plan how the pictures and animations will be ordered in their Frames movie.)
· Plan project (Draw storyboard and of ideas for pictures and animations that will accompany their script.

5.  Project Work (takes place over several computer periods)

6.  Presentation/Culminating Experience (Product & Process)
7.  Assessment/Evaluation

· Self-assessment

· Peer-assessment

· Teacher assessment (may be a unit test/common assessment)


	Print Resources:


	
	Grading Rubric  
Student Checklist

	Online Resources:
	
	Student Resources
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/explorers/
 

http://www.allaboutexplorers.com/
 

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/explorers/explorers.htm
 

http://users.erols.com/farrands/explorers.htm
 

http://www.elizabethan-era.org.uk/european-explorers.htm
Links to the websites listed above can be found at:

www.lcpskids.weebly.com


	Vocabulary: 
	
	


	Background Info

(early life, education, family, beliefs)
The Journey
Who?

What?

When?

Where?

Why?

Problems?

What can we learn from this person and the way this person lived?

www.lcpskids.weebly.com

	Source

Source

Source



