PBL Lesson
	Title:
	
	The Case of the Dying Plant

	Author(s):
	
	Susan Trebilcock & Liz Allen

	Contact Info:
	
	trebisu@lc-ps.org: allenel@lc-ps.org

	Grade Level:
	
	Kindergarten

	Subject:
	
	Science

	Duration:
	
	2 weeks

	Description:
	
	Kindergarten students investigate plant needs through a scientific investigation of living and dying plants.

	Essential Question:
	
	What do plants need to survive?

	Authentic Task:
	
	Your plant is dying!!   Find out what things plants need to grow and be healthy.  Create a slideshow showing others what your plant needs to survive.

	Michigan GLCE/HSCE
	
	Standard: Organization of Living Things

Content Statement – L.OL.E.1

Life Requirements- Organisms have basic needs. Animals and

plants need air, water, food and space. Plants also require

light. Plants and animals use food as a source of energy and as a source of building material for growth and repair.

Content Expectations

L.OL.00.11 Recognize that living things have basic needs.

Instructional Clarifications

1. Recognize is to identify as by previous experience or perceive as truththat living things have basic needs.

2. The needs of living things are limited to air, water, food and space to survive.

3. Living things include plants and animals.

4. Plants require air, water and sunlight to make their own food.

Assessment Clarifications

1. Living things need air, water, food and space to survive.

2. Living things include plants and animals.

L.OL.00.12 Identify and compare living and nonliving things.

Instructional Clarifications

1. Identify means recognize the differences between living and nonliving

things.

2. Students identify living things as plants and animals.

3. Living things need air, water, and food to survive.

4. Nonliving things do not need water, food or air.

5. Nonliving things include things that once lived and things that never lived (logs versus rocks).

Assessment Clarifications

1. Students identify living things as plants and animals.

2. Living things need air, water, and food to survive.

Big Ideas (Key Concepts)

Clarification of Content Expectations

3. Nonliving things do not take in water, food or need air.

	Materials/Software:
	
	Pixie

	Process:


	
	1. What do you KNOW about plants and taking care of plants?

     Pre-Assessment:  Class discussion of plant needs.
2. Presentation of the problem/authentic task—Your plant is dying!!   Find out what things plants need to grow and be healthy.  Create a slideshow showing others what your plant needs to survive.
3. Wonder Wall/Journal-Decide on questions for further investigation

    As a group, students will decide on questions for further
     investigation.  Some examples may include:
     What do plants need to survive?

     What happens if a plant does not get something it

     needs?

      What is living and non-living?
4. Record big on wall chart for class reference
5. Research 

Students will gather information/answers to the big questions through teacher led experiences such as, read alouds, group website exploration and class discussion.
6. Presentation/Culminating Experience

Students will create their Pixie presentation of “The Case of the Dying Plant”.  They will record their voice along with creating pictures to represent each of the plant needs.

7. Assessment/Evaluation

· Self-assessment 

· Peer-assessment 

· Teacher assessment


	Vocabulary: 
	
	living things

basic needs

nonliving things

air

water

food

plants

animals

survive

space

sunlight

once living

dead

organisms



