How Did The Holocaust Affect Various Individuals?

Enduring Understanding: Conflict and cooperation influence the world today and in the past.
Essential Questions: 

How have events of the past affect the world today?

How have decisions/actions of individuals/groups of the past influenced the present?

How can the perspective of an individual/group influence their decisions and actions?

Scenario/Problem: You have been requested by the curator of the new, Holocaust Museum in Detroit to set up an exhibit showcasing the perspectives of various individuals. How did the Holocaust influence the lives of these various individuals living in Germany?

Task: 
A. Research

Your job is to research one of the following individuals that lived in Europe during WWII and specifically during the Holocaust. These individuals may include but are not limited to the following:

1. an individual who hid Jews or helped Jews escape 

2. a Jew who was hidden during the Holocaust

3. a Jew who may or may not have survived a concentration camp

4. an individual who was aware of the injustices occurring but did nothing

5. a Nazi German soldier 

6. other persecuted individuals who were placed in concentration camps
B. Synthesizing Information
Gather specific details of the life of the individual and how Holocaust influenced their daily life over a period of time. Details may include: how their life changed during the Holocaust, how they felt toward other groups of individuals and/or how they were treating others, daily lives (how they ate, where they slept, fear of being discovered, etc.),  what were their internal/external conflicts toward the Holocaust, additional interesting events, facts, stories that occurred in the individual’s life.
C. Exhibit/Presentation
Determine how you will display the information that your have discovered in your exhibit. Your exhibit must include the following information:

1. Artifacts (book, shirt, letter, Bible/Torah, necklace, picture, etc.)

2. Presentation of Information Gathered (Interactive Dramatization, written or oral summary statement, diary, storyboard, photo story, computer animation, video, slideshow, podcast, website, etc.)
Quotes
What has the world learned from the Holocaust?

      RESCUERS
          Portraits of Moral Courage in the Holocaust
                                A Web Quest
 
“ … and you can always, always give something, even if it is only kindness.”
                                                                                     Anne Frank
  
In this Web Quest you will read the first hand accounts of people who risked their lives to save strangers, and learn about courage and compassion. The readings will reveal the intolerance of human injustice shared by all rescuers as well as the belief each had that what one person did could make a difference. 


“The rescuers are heroic because there were so few of them.  When a continent is filled from end to end with the compliant, we learn what heroism is. “ 
                                                                   Cynthia Ozick
                                                                         Author


Reflect and Respond
 
Read the following quotes. Follow the teacher’s instructions given in your LA or and history class and write a journal response to what the quote means to you.
 
“It is not enough to be compassionate.  
You must act.”
                                             Tenzin Gyatso, 14th Dalai Lama 1992
 

               
“ Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”
                                                                Margaret Mead


“Whoever destroys a single life destroys the entire world; 
whoever saves a single life, saves the world entire.”
                                                                     Talmud
 
 
“To sin by silence when they should protest, makes cowards of men.”
                                                                    Abraham Lincoln
 
“Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope.”
                                                                        Unknown
 
“First they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out~~
         because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for the communists, and I did not speak out
         because I was not a communist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out~~
         because I was not a trade unionist.
And they came for me~~
         And there was no one left to speak out for me.”
                                                                   Pastor Niemoeller
 
“The world is too dangerous to live in --- not because
of the people who do evil, but because of the people who 

sit and let it happen.”
                                                                       Einstein Albert

Evaluation Questions:
How is the world different as a result of the Holocaust?

How was the human spirit showcased in the various roles of individuals in the Holocaust?
