Integration Lesson
	Title:
	
	Electricity conservation

	Author(s):
	
	Marilyn VanBael

	Contact Info:
	
	Higgins

	Grade Level:
	
	Third Grade

	Subject:
	
	Social studies/Language Arts

	Duration:
	
	Two weeks/follow up activity at the end of the year

	Description:
	
	Students will work in groups to gather information and brainstorm ways to decrease the amount of electricity used both at school and at home.


	Essential Question:
	
	What is Higgins electric bill per month?  How can we decrease the amount of electricity we use at both school and home?

	Authentic Task:
	
	Students will gather information, brainstorm solutions and create a final project that will encourage conservation of electricity

	Michigan GLCE/HSCE
	
	Social Studies

G5 Environment and Society

Understand the effects of human-environment interactions.

3 – G5.0.1 Locate natural resources in Michigan and explain the consequences of their use.

3 – G5.0.2 Describe how people adapt to, use, and modify the natural resources of Michigan. (H) 
P3.1 Identifying and Analyzing Issues

Clearly state a problem as a public policy issue, analyze various perspectives, and generate and evaluate possible

alternative resolutions.

3 – P3.1.1 Identify public issues in Michigan that influence the daily lives of its citizens.

3 – P3.1.2 Use graphic data and other sources to analyze information about a public issue in Michigan and

evaluate alternative resolutions.

3 – P3.1.3 Give examples of how conflicts over core democratic values lead people to differ on resolutions

to a public policy issue in Michigan.

P3.3 Persuasive Communication About a Public Issue

Communicate a reasoned position on a public issue.

3 – P3.3.1 Compose a paragraph expressing a position on a public policy issue in Michigan and justify the

position with a reasoned argument.

P4.2 Citizen Involvement

Act constructively to further the public good.

3 – P4.2.1 Develop and implement an action plan and know how, when, and where to address or inform

others about a public issue.

3 – P4.2.2 Participate in projects to help or inform others.

	Materials/Software:


	
	Students will use programs likes Pixie or Powerpoint  to create a slide show on the computer.  They may also create an information page for our class website to encourage members of the community to conserve electricity.

	Process:


	
	The scenario will be presented to the class.   The children be divided into groups.  They will gather information about the cost of electric power and the problems with fossil fuels.  They will also gather data on the effectiveness of of conservation techniques that have already been implemented.  They will research information that will encourage other students to reduce electric consumption both at school and home.

	Print Resources:


	
	The groups will have access to the tub of recycling books available in our classroom.


	Online Resources:
	
	http://www.tvakids.com/electricity/conservation.htm
http://library.thinkquest.org/06aug/00442/whatsupelectricity.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/06aug/00442/whatsupelectricity.html


	Vocabulary: 
	
	Conserve, electricity, fossil fuels, carbon footprint



