PBL Lesson
	Title:
	
	Animal If, But Reports

	Author(s):
	
	Susan Trebilcock and Liz Allen

	Contact Info:
	
	trebisu@lc-ps.org allenel@lc-ps.org

	Grade Level:
	
	2nd Grade

	Subject:
	
	ELA

	Duration:
	
	3-4 weeks

	Description:
	
	Each student will research an animal.  Students will then be placed in pairs to compare their animals and together create an animation using Frames  software. 

	Essential Question:
	
	How are animals alike and different?

	Authentic Task:
	
	You are an animal detective!  You’ve been assigned to research an animal. This project requires you to choose one animal to become an expert about.  Following your research you will compare your animal with the animal of a friend.  Together, you and your partner, will create an “If, But Animal Report”.

	Michigan GLCE/HSCE
	
	Vocabulary 
Students will… 
R.WS.02.11 in context, determine the meaning of words and phrases including objects, actions, concepts, content vocabulary, and literary terms, using strategies and resources including context clues, mental pictures, and questioning.
Informational Text 
Students will… 
R.IT.02.01 identify and describe the basic form, features, and purpose of a variety of informational genre including simple “how-to” books, personal correspondence, science and social studies magazines. 

R.IT.02.02 discuss informational text patterns including descriptive, sequential, enumerative, and compare/contrast. 

R.IT.02.03 explain how authors use text features including boldface text, graphs, maps, diagrams, and charts to enhance the understanding of key and supporting ideas. 

R.IT.02.04 respond to individual and multiple texts by finding evidence, discussing, illustrating, and/or writing to reflect, make connections, take a position, and/or show understanding.
Comprehension
R.CM.02.04 apply significant knowledge from grade-level science, social studies, and mathematics texts.
Writing Genre
W.GN.02.03 write an informational piece including a magazine feature article using an organizational

pattern such as description, enumeration, sequence, or compare/contrast that may include graphs,

diagrams, or charts to enhance the understanding of central and key ideas. 

W.GN.02.04 use the writing process to produce and present a research project; develop two research questions related to a teacher-selected topic; gather electronic or print resources and organize the information using key ideas with teacher assistance.
Speaking
Students will… 
S.CN.02.01 use common grammatical structures correctly when speaking including subject/verb agreement, pronoun/noun agreement, nominative and objective case pronouns, and more complex conjunctions (e.g., although, instead of, so that).
S.CN.02.02 explore and use language to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes including questions and answers, discussions, and social interactions. 

S.CN.02.03 speak effectively adopting appropriate tone of voice and intonation patterns in narrative and informational presentations. 

S.CN.02.04 present in standard American English if it is their first language. (Students whose first language
Discourse
S.DS.02.03 respond to multiple text types by reflecting, making connections, taking a position, and/or showing understanding. 

S.DS.02.04 plan and deliver presentations using an informational organizational pattern (e.g., descriptive, cause/effect, compare/contrast) providing supportive facts and details to make their point, reflecting the source of information, while maintaining appropriate intonation and tone of voice using a prop.
Listening and Viewing
Students will… 
L.CN.02.01 understand, restate and follow three- and four-step directions. 
L.CN.02.02 ask appropriate questions for clarification and understanding during a presentation or report. 

L.CN.02.03 listen to or view knowledgeably while demonstrating appropriate social skills of audience behaviors (e.g., eye contact, attentive, supportive) in small and large group settings; listen to the comments of peers and respond on topic adding a connected idea. 

L.CN.02.04 understand how the source of the message affects the receiver’s response (student/student, student/teacher, student/parent). 

L.CN.02.05 begin to evaluate the messages they experience


	Materials & Software:


	
	Frames4

	Process:


	
	If But Animal Reports Unit 

1. Presentation of the problem (creating an animal movie)
2. What do you know about the topic? (brainstorm on chart paper)

3. Ask questions for investigation (these will become the topics included in research notebooks) Possible questions for investigation may include:
· Where does your animal live? (habitat)

· What does your animal eat?

· What special traits does your animal have and how does that trait help it survive?
4. Set Expectations (discuss partner work etc…)
5. Prepare for research (set up research notebooks, discuss citation of sources, etc…)

6. Research (using books, websites etc…) 

7. Synthesize research (plan report and animation)
8. Write your If, But Report (See If, But Animal Template)  Also see sample below.
9. Technology introduction/instruction  (Frames Introduction)
10. Create your animation in Frames and record voice reading the If, But Report

11. Presentation of project (invite an audience)
     11.  Assessment/Evaluation (self, teacher, peer)

	Print Resources:


	
	

	Online Resources:
	
	Suggested Websites for Student Research
http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/map.html
http://kids.yahoo.com/animals
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/animals/creaturefeature/
www.kidzone.ws/


	Vocabulary: 
	
	


If, But 2nd Grade Animal Report

By _____________________ and _____________________

If I was a polar bear, I would eat seals.  

I would live in the snowy and icy arctic.  
I would also use my sharp teeth and strong claws to catch my prey.  

But I wouldn’t eat leaves and fruit.  

I wouldn’t live in the hot and humid rainforest.  
I also wouldn’t use my long tail and strong hands to swing from tree to tree 

because then I would be a howler monkey.
