Integration Lesson
	Title:
	
	Paper conservation and recycling

	Author(s):
	
	Lynne Hendricks

	Contact Info:
	
	Higgins

	Grade Level:
	
	First Grade

	Subject:
	
	Social studies/Language Arts

	Duration:
	
	Two weeks/follow up activity at the end of the year

	Description:
	
	Students will work in groups to gather information and brainstorm ways to decrease the amount of paper used in the classroom and encourage recycling.


	Essential Question:
	
	How much paper do we use in our classroom per week?  Can we decrease the amount we use and increase the amount of paper recycled?

	Authentic Task:
	
	Students will gather information, brainstorm solutions and create a final project that will encourage conservation and recycling.

	Michigan GLCE/HSCE
	
	Social Studies

Identifying and Analyzing Public Issues

1 – P4.2.2 Participate in projects to help or inform others.
state a problem as a public policy issue, analyze various perspectives, and generate and evaluate possible

alternative resolutions.

1 – P3.1.1 Identify public issues in the school community.

1 – P3.1.2 Use graphic data to analyze information about a public issue in the school community.

1 – P3.1.3 Identify alternative resolutions to a public issue in the school community.

P3.3 Persuasive Communication About a Public Issue

Communicate a reasoned position on a public issue.

1 – P3.3.1 Express a position on a public policy issue in the school community and justify the position with a reasoned argument.

P4.2 Citizen Involvement

Act constructively to further the public good.

1 – P4.2.1 Develop and implement an action plan to address or inform others  about a public issue.
1 – P4.2.2 Participate in projects to help or inform others.



	Materials/Software:


	
	Students will use programs likes Pixie or Powerpoint  to create a slide show on the computer.  They may also use pencil and paper to create a puppet show or play script.  They may use materials from the recycle bin or scrap box to create their puppets.

	Process:


	
	The scenario will be presented to the class.  The children be divided into groups.  They will gather information about the amount of paper used in the first grade classrooms and graph the resulting information.  The groups will brainstorm possible ways to reduce paper use.  They will also gather data on the amount of paper recycled each week.   They will also discuss ways to encourage other students to reduce, reuse and recycle.  They can explore internet sites for information to include that may encourage students to become actively involved in the recycling 

	Print Resources:


	
	The groups will have access to the tub of recycling books available in our classroom.


	Online Resources:
	
	Background information

Paper University http://www.tappi.org/paperu/all_about_paper/earth_answers/earthAnswers.htm
Education Worldhttp://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson308.shtml
http://www.eartheasy.com/blog/2009/03/environmental-websites-for-kids/

	Vocabulary: 
	
	Conserve, reduce, reuse, recycle, landfill,



